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netBook Hardware 


This document describes the netBook-specific hardware - the docking station and PCMCIA slot. 


The docking station is used as a convenient “drop-in” holder for the netBook, supplying power and 
communications through the docking station connector, rather than through separate cables. 


The PCMCIA slot allows the netBook to expand its capabilities. The PCMCIA (PC) card is a standard 
format, and many devices exist with different functionality, such as memory expansion, modem 
capabilities, ethernet adaptors, etc. 


Docking Station 


The netBook docking station provides a permanently connected holder for the netBook. The power and 
serial communication sockets are situated at the back right of the docking station, and the connector to 
the netBook faces upwards from the middle of the station. This connector mates with the connector on 
the underside of the netBook, and provides both power and serial communications. 


NetBook connector 


Serial connector 


Power lead 


To insert the netBook into the docking station, simply align the two devices, and press down on the 
netBook until the connection is made. To eject, press down on the pad at the middle back of the docking 
station. The netBook will be pushed up and out of the docking station. 


Whilst the netBook is in the docking station, the communications port on the left hand side of the 
machine can no longer be used. Instead, all communications which would have gone through this port 
are routed through the docking station to the communications port on its back right. It is not necessary 
to change the communications settings for the netBook, as the re-routing is handled automatically by the 
operating system. 
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PC Cards 


PCMCIA cards (PC cards) are credit card sized cards which fit in to a dedicated slot in a computer and 
provide a variety of services, such as memory expansion, modems, etc. The most common application is 
the modem card. There are different types of PC card - the netBook will take types I and II, but not the 
thicker type IIL. 


The PCMCIA slot is located on the right hand side of the netBook. In front of the slot is a black lever 
which release the card. To release the lever, pull the front end. It should now stick out from the netBook. 
The PC card can be released by pressing the lever in. The lever will remain in until a new PC card is 
inserted. 


The netBook comes with a “blanking plate” in the PC card slot, to prevent the ingress of dust, dirt, etc. 
This blanking plate must be removed before a PC card is inserted, and it is recommended that the 
blanking plate is re-inserted when no PC card is being used. 


To insert a PC card, it is necessary to eject whatever is currently in the PC card slot. Then, simply push 
the new PC card in to the slot. As the PC card makes the final advance, the black lever will be pushed 
upwards. Once the card is fully inserted, flip the lever back into place by the side of the machine. 


For a list of netBook-compatible PC cards, and more, please visit the Psion Enterprise Partner website 
at www.enterprise.psion.com/partner. 


Communications Settings 


When using a PC card modem, or performing PC communications, it will be necessary to define the 
communication settings. 


In the “Link to desktop” menu (CTRL+L in System screen), the Link options are : “Off’, “Cable”, or 
“Infrared”. “Cable” specifies using the RS232 communications port on the left hand side of the 
machine, unless the docking station is being used. In this case, the operating system automatically 
reroutes the communications through the docking station to the communications port on the back. 
“Infrared” specifies using the IR port on the back right of the netBook. 


In the “Modems” dialogue of the Control Panel, the Connection options are : “Cable”, “Infrared’’, or 
“PC card”. “Cable” specifies using the RS232 port (either on the left hand side of the machine, or, if 
using the docking station, on the back of that). “Infrared” specifies that the IR port on the back right of 
the netBook is used. “PC card” directs communications to the PCMCIA slot. 
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